THE  REGENERATION  OF   BRITAIN

military alliance directed against China. But these are not such
very remote possibilities.

It is sad, but not at all surprising, that the present British
Government has nothing useful or creative to say at this junc-
ture. The reason is obvious. Sir Alec Douglas-Home is firmly
entrenched on the wrong side of both the old and the new
line-up in the world. As a committed cold-war warrior of the
Dulles school he trails far behind Fulbright in perceiving the
new possibilities of an East-West detente. As an Imperialist of
Victorian vintage he continues military support for South
Africa, has virtually abdicated his responsibilities in Rhodesia
and is currently engaged in gunboat diplomacy to retain Aden.
He intensely dislikes the UN and is, at best, neutralist on the
all-important racial issue. It is no wonder that this country's
reputation in the world has touched rock-bottom.

Yet with a little imagination and some real faith and energy
Britain could play a most helpful r61e in this new situation.

1.  We could take the lead in working to reunify East and
West Europe, first by nuclear disengagement and later by
encouraging close economic and political co-operation.

As Soviet-American tension eases there is a real chance of
liberating Europe from the double straitjacket into which
NATO and the Warsaw Pact have sought to confine it.

2. We should also take the lead in campaigning for a policy
of justice for China: to seat her at the UN, to wind up the
trade blockade and to secure the ending of American military
intervention in Formosa, Quemoy, Matsu and the Straits.

3. We should, both by example and through the UN, hand
over the remaining European colonial possessions to their own
people and prepare drastic international action to liberate
South Africa.

4. We should seek to strengthen the UN in its peace-keeping*
disarmament and economic development roles which are fun-
damental for the future survival of majnlcinH_
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